SOURCE SPOTLIGHT:

Reporting on the Spanish Influenza, 1918

200,000 GASES
FLU" IN STALE

*

Epidemic Spreads in Schuylkill,
Northumberland and Lu-
zerne Counties

INTRODUCTION

"The Spanish Influenza (H1N1) first appeared
in the United States in March 1918.' There
were periodic, minor outbreaks for six
months,but in September a highly fatal second
wave of influenza broke out across the country
and lasted through January 1919. Within days
of being exposed, patients became gravely ill
and many died. Influenza is usually dangerous
for the very young and the elderly. During this
outbreak the discase was deadly for people
aged twenty to forty as well. According to

the Centers for Disease Control, 195,000
Americans died in October 1918 alone. In

less than two years, an estimated 25 million
people in the United States (25% of the total
population of 103 million people) became ill
and 675,000 died.?

Pennsylvania lost 60,000 people, more than
any other state. Pittsburgh, Scranton, and
Philadelphia were the most affected cities

in the US. With no vaccines or antibiotics,
the only way to combat the virus was to
establish quarantines, encourage the use of
disinfectants, promote good personal hygiene,
and limit public gatherings. In the days
before the internet, television, and even radio,
notice of these precautions was disseminated
primarily through newspapers. The articles
below from the York Dispatch published
between October 4 and October 8, 1918, show
the impact of the Spanish Influenza in York,
Pennsylvania, as officials took steps to halt the
spread of the virus. The articles also reported
on the devastating cffects it was having on
their community.

1 https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-now/essays/influenza-pandemic-1918% E2%80%931919

2 By comparison, 49 million people (15% of the US population of 327 million) were
stricken with the flu in 2017-2018 resulting in 80,000 deaths.
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. In the Friday, October 4, 1918, news article, the author reports that “Acting State Commissioner
of Health B. F. Hoyer has ordered every place of amusement and every saloon in the state closed
as a measure of warfare against the further spread of influenza.” Is this a reasonable and/or practical
measure? Why or Why not? Explain.

2. He continues “Not in the history of previous epidemics has it been necessary to take such drastic
action.” Is the author overstating the danger with the influenza outbreak? What is the purpose of
reporting in such apocalyptic language and is it effective?

3. In this same passage the author writes that “the simultaneous appearance in many army and navy
camps has started the speculation as to the possibility of the introduction of germs by our enemies.” Is
this type of language a reflection of paranoia, xenophobia, or responsible journalism? Explain.

4. Using what you remember about outbreaks of discase in the past (e.g., the Black Plague, ctc.) was
this influenza outbreak a greater threat to the public than were outbreaks of disease in the past?
Explain.

5. How could keeping yourself healthy be seen as a form of patriotism?

6. Why, in your opinion, did the government feel that it was necessary to allow local authorities to
determine if churches stayed open or not? (Associated Press - Influenza Order Makes Philadelphia
‘Bone Dry’)

7. On October 7th, the Associated Press reported that saloons and moving picture places in Allentown
were open. If this was true, why might the town ignore a state-mandated closing order?
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400 DEATHS IN PHILA,
IN LAST 48 HOURS

-Wmt d Press.
+ et 7.—Inﬂuanza. contin- |

ued to spread rapidly throughout Phila-
delphia and its environs 7.  During
the 48 hours ending at noon. 5,661 new
cases were reportéd to the board of
 health., In the same period there were
more than 400 deaths from influenza and
pneumonia. It is estimated by city au-
thorities that there. have been 175,000
cases since the epidemic began. A ser-
ious feature of the epidemic is the lack
ol nurses. Those in regular and emer-
gency hospitals are overworked.

worked for 36 hours continuously with
scarcely an hour's rest. Across the Del-
aware river, in Soulthern New Jersey, the
situation is reported to be grave. Dr.
Davis president of the Camden board of
health, estimates that there are 5,000
individual cases in that city, He declares
the ‘epidemic has not vet reached its
‘height. Emergency hospitals are being
established and the leading women of
the city have gone intg them and are do-
ing even the menial work in addition to
nursing the sick. Frank J. Connell, his
wife and their 10-yea.r-old daughter_ all
died today in the Connell home within
# period of five hours.

In Gloucester,
cases developed since yeste . Medi-
cal assistance has arrived there from
'Washington.

S

York Dispatch, York, PA, October 4, 1918.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GL.Cog891.01)

Instan-
ces are reported of nurses who have

near Cmden. ‘400 new !

=

STATE CLOSING ORDER

FOR INDEFINITE PERIOD

By Associated Press.

Harrisburg, Oct. 7.—There is no in-
tention of recalling the anti-congregat.
ing saloon closing order. We are enforc-
ing it everywhere as time goes on it
‘may be restricted,” if necessary said Dr.
B. F. Royer, acting commissioner of
health, today, when asked about reports
that the order might bhe rescinded.

“l cannot say when the ban will be

lifted. The reports that it was to bha
changed probably grew out of the ar-
rangeéments we : moking for sale of
at,gmula.nts on. nres. LOns of medical
men.'
_ Details of organization of the 17 nurs-
ing districts into which the state has
been divided were worked out hy Com-
missioner Royer and bureau chiefs at a,
conference today. They will be in charge
of nurses who have just returned from
Massachusetts and the work of organi-
zation in eommunities will be handled
by the nurses from the dispensaries of
the department of health and other ex-
perienced nurses from various seetionf
of the state.

While today’s reports showed an in-
crease in casges in eastern counties not
many hav’e appeared beyond Jefferson,
Indiana, and Somerset counties. The
'Schuylkllr county situation is serious and
requesfs have been made to state hospi-
tals for details of physicians and nurses.
Many nurses are needed in that county.

Following an offer of people of West

for an emergency hospital, Dr. Royer said
that- country club. houses near populous
centers eould be used and that he ho
‘West Chester's example would be follow:-
ed.

Emergeney’ hospitals have been opened

in Marcus Hook, Chester, . Pottsville,
Seranton, Norristown, Bethlehem,
Stroudsbury, Williamstown, Shamokin,

Steelton, Wishaw, West Chester and Mc-
Intyre with two in Minersville. ]

Adjutant General Beary today wired.
commanding officers of units of the Te-
gorve militia to call off all drills this
week.

Iz Royer today asked the state police
department to make reports to him on the
manner in which the closing order was
observed in Alfentown, it being reported
here that saloons and moving picture

places Wwere open on Ba.turdaar

B s sl
£

/Chester of the country club at that place |

-

© 2019 The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History

www.gilderlehrman.org


http://www.gilderlehrman.org

SOURCE SPOTLIGHT:

DISEASE AGAIN ON
INCREASE IN PHILA.
Philadelphia, Oct. 9.—Influenza is again
on the increase in this city. For the 24

hours ending at noon today 4,013 new
cases were reporte the same period

124 from pneumonia.

‘Btate health authorities are making
preparations to meet the epidemic in the
western section of the state, which thus
far has been comparatively free of the

3,700 INFLUENZA CASES

. REPORTED IN OHIO
By Associated Press.
“Columbus, Ohio, Oet. 9.—Additional

Spar influenza cases to the number of
3,700 were unofficially reported to the
state department of health today, making
a total of approximately 28.700 cases
that have been reported since the out-
break of the epidemic in Ohio.

Fifty-four additional deaths last night
and today were reported from Camp
Sherman, where the death total now has
reached approximately 700.

| spread of influenza in the Schuylkill coal
regions is now affecting the output of
anthracite to the extent of nearly 12,000

tons ARIIF. ooiidsn sl opsilimin oo ¥ 259

there were 304 deaths from influenza and

Military authorities today renewed
th_elr_ appeal to-r.ppisff.-
EPIDEMIC' AFFECTING
|  OUTPUT OF ANTHRACITE |
’ B.”Bfﬁiﬂﬁlcé?t%mﬁ 9.—It was learned |’

from official sources  today that the |

(S e

75 DEATHS AT CAMP :
MEADE IN 24 HOURS
By Associated Press.

Baltimore, Oect. 9.—Seventy-five men
died, 166 -were stricken with influenza,
and 289 new cases of pneumonia_develop-
|ed at Camp Meade during the last 24
hours, it was announced today.

In this city 56 deaths due to influenza
and 1,525 new cases were recorded in
| the last 24 hours. ! .

All schools, public ami private, and all
places of amusement have been closed.

| PHYSICIANS SUCCUMB
| | IN SCHUYLKILL REGION

By Associnted Press.
Pottsville, Pa., Oct. 9.—There has been

o decrease of new cases of influenza
throughout the Schuylkill region, but ad-
ded alarm is felt because a large portion

disease.

from Chicago to help in handling the
situation. The hospital units
Minersville found many of the foreign
| population lying ill in bed alongside of
corpses #s the number of cases did not
permit proper care for elther the llving
or the dead. At the small mining town
of Maryd, 200 cases are reported and a
large percentage are developing into
pneumonia. Motor delivery - tru are
being pressed into seryice as ambulances
throughout the country.

‘Dr. Frank Marshall, a leading physi-
clan, succumbed to the disease during
the night.

York Dispatch, York, PA, October 4, 1918. (The Gilder I.ehrman Institute, GI.Cog8g1.01)
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Physicians are being dispatched here |
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‘that section. The Kaston,

indicated | 1 preparations under way
) 150 mmt, e bpidamlc in the Pittsburgh,
' I!asti& Washington, Greenabm-g

.mﬁ Mercer ;ilstricts
_ WELU'BRZA HALTS THEEE

ed today
| land, at Prm'idence.
| | By Assoc 1atea P

i ‘Rah

- | been 17 deaths this week.
| were closed today and church services

Pxxmnma-, i FOR INFLUENZA
IN wns'mm PENNA.

” 4
B.'i ocia.ted Pn 5 e
a.y sent a honpltal unit to
C?ty to assist in caring for in-
ﬂucm suffcrers in that an.hracite min-
ing ‘town and shipped 40 cots to Glen

Lyon, Lusemqa county. Tents have
been sent to est, an Indiana eounty
‘mining towi:, while large shipments are
being sent to Pittsburgh in preparation
for an outbreak. General C. B. Dough-
erty notified General Beary today that
tho Wilkes--Barre armory would be
opened to care for influenza ml'terers in
ebanon and

‘Reading sq'rmries have beer. turned into

hospitals.
Schuylkill and Jefferson county m}pdi-.
tions - e“lfeportad as still serious to-

day.
: We.sﬁern Paﬁnsylva.nla messages tod.g

Nl

WHITE PLAGUE MEE';IHGS

a M’%‘?&. Oct. 9.—On account of the
spread of Spanish influenza _t‘he Na-
tional Tuberculosis association announc-
it had |deferred ind ely
three sectional ferences. They are
the Southern, at gham, Ala.,, Oct.
11 and 12; the North' Atlantic, at Htu-
burgh, Oct. 17 and 18 'Ind the New Eng'—
25 and 26, L

e palt DEATHS IN RAHw.w. N. J.

NN e 9-‘0ne—ﬂnh of
Rahway's Domllsut:op of 10,000 is mﬁar-
ing from Spanish influenza. The
W Al ools,
theaters, saloons and ice cream stores

“have |

and publie satharings OI all k!nd! hEVB
been suspended. Al

t two

it 1s impo le to
s and vaults in local
b_eing \ﬂl‘lﬁd. two
{; ‘-‘wivea di

;to dig - gra.ves

' ﬁle heal;h depa.rtment
77 deaths since B‘rldgz
figures did not inclu
died yesterday or today.
s the total so ia.r;haa!.
is expected that yes-
will reach mnsiderq.bb--_

: iced that hema.tter
_t"o the sessions a.nd

‘where bail could not be |
_be tried at this time.
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