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INTRODUCTION

FOREIGN-BORN POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES BY REGION

According to the census of 1910, in a total population of almost 92 million, 15 percent had 
been born outside of the United States. In the years prior to World War I, refugees fleeing the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire, the Russian Revolution, and anti-Semetic pogroms changed the 
demographics of the immigrant population as more people from Eastern and Southern Europe 
arrived on American shores. Census data from the early twentieth century shows the shift in 
immigration in the first two decades of the twentieth century. 

In 1917, the United States entered the war and began to simultaneously recruit soldiers and raise 
money for the war effort. Highly patriotic and emotionally charged propaganda was designed to 
increase support for the war. This propaganda often targeted immigrant and ethnic groups, calling on 
them to demonstrate their loyalty. 

The documents presented here provide examples of the ways propaganda was used to appeal to 
immigrants. “Americans All!” and “Food Will Win the War” both send a generalized message that 
everyone needs to come together for the Allies’ success. In contrast, the Allied Printing Trades 
Council posters encouraging immigrants to buy war bonds were printed in different languages to 
promote patriotism among specific groups. In “Why Did You Come to America?” from the book An 
Appeal and Warning to Every Immigrant in America, Dionys Moldovan appeals to fellow immigrants 
to assimilate and support the United States’ entry into WWI.

Appealing to immigrants to support  
World War I, 1917

http://www.gilderlehrman.org


© 2019 The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History
www.gilderlehrman.org

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
Read the Introduction and study the graphs and the census data, and then answer the following question. 
Cite textual evidence and your background knowledge to answer.

1.	 Why would it be a challenge to convince different groups of immigrants to support the American 
war effort?

2.	 Look at the posters and answer the following questions:

a. Which image/poster do you believe had the greatest impact on encouraging immigrants to 
support the war effort? What specific elements of the poster make you think so? Explain.

b. Which poster do you believe would have been the least effective? Explain.

3.	 In your opinion, what are the most compelling arguments that the author of “Why Did You Come 
to America?” for immigrants to support the United States rather than their homeland during the 
war? Explain. 

4.	 According to the author, what are the benefits of assimilation? What are the possible consequences 
of not supporting the American war effort? Cite textual evidence to support.
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“Americans All!,” 1919. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09676.02)
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“Food Will Win the War,” 1917. (The Gilder Lehrman 
Institute, GLC09522)
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[Allied Printing Trades Council poster printed 
in Yiddish], 1917–1918. (The Gilder Lehrman 
Institute, GLC09815.01)

“America’s freedom is ours. Let’s protect it. Buy 
liberty bonds”

[Allied Printing Trades Council poster printed 
in Hungarian], 1917–1918. (The Gilder Lehrman 
Institute, GLC09815.02)

“America’s freedom is our freedom. Protect it and 
Buy Liberty Bonds”
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[Allied Printing Trades Council poster printed 
in Greek], 1917–1918. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, 
GLC09815.03)

“Our brothers fight for freedom Help Them!Buy 
Freedom Bonds.”

[Allied Printing Trades Council poster printed 
in Italian], 1917–1918. (Gilder Lehrman Institute, 
GLC09815.04)

“Our Brothers Are Fighting For Freedom! Help 
them. Buy Liberty Bonds”
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Dionys Moldovan, Where will be your home?: An appeal and warning to every 
immigrant in America. Cleveland, 1917. (Hathi Trust Digital Library)
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COUNTRY OF ORIGIN OF FOREIGN-ORN PERSONS IN THE US COMPILED FROM 1900, 1910, AND 1920 CENSUS DATA.

REGION

NORTHWESTERN EUROPE

CENTRAL EUROPE

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN POPULATION POPULATION POPULATION

1900 1910 1920

England

Scotland

Wales

Ireland

Norway

Sweden

Denmark

Netherlands

Belgium

Luxemburg

Switzerland

France

Alsace-Lorraine

843,491

234,699

93,744

1,619,469

338,426

574,625

154,616

29,848

3,042

115,959

104,534

no data

2,669,164

383,645

no data

276,702

145,815

no data

no data

no data

105,098

156,999

877,719

261,076

82,488

1,352,251

403,877

665,207

181,640

120,063

49,400

3,071

124,818

117,418

no data

2,311,237

937,881

no data

845,555

495,609

no data

4,630

5,374

no data

no data

813,853

254,570

67,066

1,037,234

363,863

625,585

180,154

131,766

62,687

12,585

118,659

153,072

34,321

1,686,108

1,139,979

362,438

575,627

397,283

109,439

no data

no data

no data

no data

Germany

Poland

Czechoslovakia

Austria

Hungary

Jugo-Slavia

Serbia

Montenegro

Holland

Bohemia
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COUNTRY OF ORIGIN OF FOREIGN-ORN PERSONS IN THE US COMPILED FROM 1900, 1910, AND 1920 CENSUS DATA.

REGION

EASTERN EUROPE

SOUTHERN EUROPE

ASIA

OTHER EUROPE/NOT SPECIFIED

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN POPULATION POPULATION POPULATION

1900 1910 1920

Russia

Lithuania

Finland

Romania

Bulgaria

Turkey in Europe

Greece

Albania

Italy

Spain

Portugal

Armenia

Palestine

Syria

Turkey in Asia

China

Japan

India

Other Asia

8,655

no data

63,440

15,043

no data

9,949

843,491

234,699

93,744

1,619,469

no data

no data

no data

no data

106,659

81,590

2,069

11,928

2,272

1,181,412

no data

120,680

65,923

11,498

32,230

877,719

261,076

82,488

1,352,251

no data

no data

no data

59,729

50,756

67,744

4,664

2,591

2,858

1,400,495

135,068

149,824

102,823

10,477

5,284

813,853

254,570

67,066

1,037,234

36,628

3,203

51,901

11,019

43,560

81,502

4,901

5,236

5,901
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COUNTRY OF ORIGIN OF FOREIGN-ORN PERSONS IN THE US COMPILED FROM 1900, 1910, AND 1920 CENSUS DATA.

REGION

AMERICA

REST

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN POPULATION POPULATION POPULATION

1900 1910 1920

Canada and Newfoundland

Canada

West Indies

Mexico

Central and South America

Cuba

Africa

Australia

Atlantic Islands

Pacific Islands

Country not specified

-

1,183,225

14,468

103,445

8,725

11,159

2,577

7,041

10,955

2,659

2,587

1,200,717

-

47,635

221,915

9,964

no data

3,992

9,035

18,274

2,415

2,687

1,138,174

-

78,962

486,418

23,463

no data

5,781

10,914

44,340

3,712

3,589

http://www.gilderlehrman.org

