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CONTEXT

Prior to the United States official entry into World War I in 1917, Americans debated their nation’s role in the conflict.
During the period of neutrality,, both a preparedness movement and a peace movement emerged. Led by former President
Theodore Roosevelt, the preparedness movement encouraged the United States to strengthen their military power
following the outbreak of the Great War in 1914. Anti-war activists, like Jane Addams, Helen Keller, and William Jennings
Bryan protested the United States involvement and advocated for peace. In this activity, students consider the different
perspectives Americans might have had on entering the Great War.

PRIMARY SOURCES

Photograph, Brown Bros, Peace Movement in N.Y.C., August 29, 1914
National Archives and Records Administration (165-WW-397B-9)
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/45526538

Poster, 7he minute men of to-day are going to Plattsburg[sic], 1917
Library of Congress (2001700133)
https://www.loc.gov/item/2001700133/

“Women in Crepe, Of All Nations, Join Peace Parade,” The Fvening World, August 29, 1914
Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lcen/sn83030193/1914-08-29/ed-1/seq-3/

“Women Vote for Big Peace Parade,” New York Tiibune, August 13, 1914
Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lcen/sn83030214/1914-08-13 /ed-1/seq-9/

OBJECTIVES

At the end of this activity, students will be able to:

e Compare and contrast some of the primary concerns of the Preparedness Movement and the Peace Movement during
‘World War I; and

e  Consider the multiple perspectives within each movement, including those which might have been omitted or
overlooked.
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HOW WWI CHANGED AMERICA

U.S. Enters World War 1

"Teacher Instructions

“Teacher Tip: This activity is meant to be used when students have a general understanding of the
beginning of World War I in Europe, and American considerations about their own involvement.
Students will need to know what the Plattsburg Camps were and well as general background on the
Progressive Era and the fight for women’ suffrage.

o 'Teachers secking information on these topics can access the following sources:

e T'he Preparedness Movement, World War I Centennial Commission,
https://wwwworldwaricentennial.org/index.php/illinois-in-wwi/934-illinois-in-wwi-article-2.html

e U.S. Enters the War, National World War I Museum and Memorial,
https://www.theworldwar.org/us-enters-war

e “T'he Women’s Peace Parade (1914)", The Bowery Boys, New York City History,
http://www.boweryboyshistory.com/2014/08/the-womens-peace-parade-moody-anti-war.html

e Distribute a copy of the Preparedness Movement vs. Peace Movement Handout to each student.

e Project (or distribute copies of ) the images of the Peace Movenent in N.Y.C. photograph and 7he Minute
Men... poster for all students to see. Make sure to include citation details, including the original caption
from the Women’s Peace Parade.

e Focus on one image at a time.

e  Ask students to individually list all that they see in their notebooks or the provided T-chart.

e Direct students to write down any questions they have (or consider requiring a minimum number
of questions) that, if answered, would help them better understand the image.

e Divide the class into partners and ask students to discuss their interpretations of the image and adding
to their own charts.

¢ [_cad a whole-group discussion to facilitate discussion and help answer student questions, making sure
to draw attention to aspects of the image the students may not have noticed, prompting students to
extend their analysis.

o Direct students to read the articles, “Women Vote for Big Peace Parade,” published before the Women's
Peace Parade as well as the article “Women in Crepe, Of All Nations, Join Peace Parade.” published the
day of the event.

¢ Direct students to respond to the exit ticket questions.
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U.S. Enters World War I

PHOTOGRAPH, BROWN BROS, PEACE MOVEMENT IN N.Y.C., AUGUST 29, 1914

National Archives and Records Administration (165-WW-397B-9)
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/45526538
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U.S. Enters World War I

POSTER, THE MINUTE MEN OF T0-DAY ARE GOING TO PLATTSBURG [SIC], 1917

Library of Congress (2001700133)
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/45526538
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U.S. Enters World War I

“WOMEN IN CREPE, OF ALL NATIONS, JOIN PEACE PARADE,” THE EVENING WORLD, AUGUST 29, 1914

Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lcen/sn83030193/1914-08-29/ed-1/seq-3/

"ENGLAND REJOICE’S OVERR HER VICT ORY ()VER GERMANS ON SE

STIRRING PICTURES FROM THE WAR STRICKEN FIELDS OF BELGIUM

(First Photographs of the Horrors of Modern Warfare Arrived Here To-day on the Adriatic.)

BRITISH OFFICIAL REPORT
OF HOW ENGLISH FLEET SANK
FOUR OF KAISER'S WARSHIPS

S
Two Cruisers, One of Them the
Mainz, Sent to the Bottom and a
Third Set on Fire—Two
Destroyers Sunk.

WASHINGTON, Aug. 29 [Associated Press].—The following of-
ficlal report of the naval battle off Cuxhaven, in which the British fleet
was victorious, was received here to-day at the British Embassy. It was
dated st night in London.

“Early this morning a concerted operation of some consequence was
attempted against the German fleet off Helgoland Bight. A strong force
of destroyers, followed by light cruisers and batile-cruisers, and working
in conjunction with submarines, intercepted an attack by German destroy-
‘ers and crulsers guarding Yhe approaches to the German coast. ~ According
to Information which has reached the Admiralty so far the operation has
been fortunate and fruitful.

“The British destroyers have been heavily engaged with the enemy’s
destroyers, and all the British destroyers are reported afloat and returning

in good order. Two German destroyers were sunk and many damaged. |1
“The enemy's cruisers engaged the British cruisers. Battle-cruisers |

of the first light cruiser squadron sank the Mainz, recelving only slight
damage. The first battle squadron sank one eruiser of the Koln class, and
another disappeared on fire and in a sinking condition,

“All the German cruisers which were engaged were thus disposed of,
“The battle<ruiser squadron, although attacked by submarines an¢ float-

i
ing mines, successfully evaded them and is not damaged. The light
feoes

cruiser squadron suffered no casualt
“The flotilla cruiser Amethyst and the destroyer Laertes are dam.

aged, but no other vessels are seriously injured. The British foss of life | e

was ot heavy.

“The commanding officers concerned in this <Kilfully handled opera-
tion were Rear-Admirls Beatty, Moore and Christian, and Commodores
Keyes, Tyrwhitt and Goodenougl

LONDON, Aug. 20 (Assochied Press).—The offical information 8
ureau gives out the following messige received by the War Office from

Field Marshal i Joho French, Commander of the British forcs in

Totecting Belgian cavalry
e

Only 30 Men Left Alive
Of British Force of 2,000

LONDON, Aug. 29.—The Chronicle's Boulogne correspondent -
personal story of & wounded soldier who has arrived there and who de-
clared he was one of thirty survivers of & British company of 2,000 Whe

were practically wiped out by the German artillery. His story follows:
“We were five solld days In the trenches and moved backward and for-

ward all that time with the varylag tide of battle.

t was about 2 o'cloc
Bad got quieter and our officers came along the line and told us o get.
some sleep, Wa were preparing to obey, when & light or something elee.

oId dux st more fan ity ek o8 e s =

OF KAISER WILHELM
BY BRITISHCRUSER ..

Naval om:u German
Vessel Fought Until Shots
Set Her Ablaze.

Aug. 29.—Tha
wa publishes & despatch

tof the sinking of |
man Lioyd liner Kalser

e account of bow the

“m.n,.
man converted cruiser hn had b
e colller Arucal, trom

it you kindly eonvey to the First Lord of the Admiralty the con.|"“When

of the anmy in the field on the splendid naval success of | U

——— engagement fasted about elght hours, during which the fighting

wis sharp and terrible, according 1o a despalch to the Evening News | &

from Harwich, who says the information was given by crews of the| had
e

Baltsh destroyers which took part.

Rouslng cheers were given the British bluejackets when they arrived, | £

They brought many German wounded. All the vessels in the harbor

m Red Cross flags and took part n the transfer of the wounded to| reen

Red Cross yachts and hospials on shore,
Groups of boys in white duck from the Shotely Naval Barracks

were walting on the pier with stretchers to carry the wounded to the
hespitals. . There were British wounded also, but the Germans and
* British were treated alike.

o
The work of removing the wounded occupied the whole afternoon, "K

434t was done with the greatest care.
Jused about the head.

A British :m!ser arrived in the Nore today with 200 German prison.
s on board, chiefly from the German cruiser Mainz.

The official bureau of information has announced that two trawlers,
sweeping for mines, have been sunk by pines.

Five members of the crews of the trawlers are missing and eight

Many of the men were badly in-

Gormana opt
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throughout London.

|Oddities in the War News|
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U.S. Enters World War I

“WOMEN VOTE FOR BIG PEACE PARADE,” NEW YORK TRIBUNE, AUGUST 13, 1914

Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lcen/sn83030214/1914-08-13/ed-1/s¢q-9/
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U.S. Enters World War 1

Preparedness Movement vs. Peace Movement Handout

PREPAREDNESS MOVEMENT

PEACE MOVEMENT

List all of your
observations about the
image. Consider colors,
people, names, terms,
location, symbols, dates.

What questions do you
have about the image?
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U.S. Enters World War 1

Exit Ticket

QUESTIONS:

1. How do these two articles help you better understand the photograph of the marchers you analyzed earlier?

2. How do these two articles complicate your understanding of the photo of the marchers?

3. What different concerns were cach of the movements - the Preparedness Movement and the Peace Movement -
prioritizing in the years leading up to direct American involvement in World War 12

NHD

I
NATIONAL
HISTORY DAY.



U.S. Enters World War 1

Preparedness Movement vs. Peace Movement Handout

Answer Key

PREPAREDNESS MOVEMENT

PEACE MOVEMENT

List all of your
observations about the
image. Consider colors,
people, names, terms,
location, symbols, dates.

Connection over time - minutemen of
Revolutionary era to Plattshurg men today.
Minutemen universally considered patriotic.
Transfer of that to today. Exerting pressure over
men who see the poster.

Drab colors - like military uniforms

Women wearing fine tailored clothing.
Symbolism of white outfits?

Black armbands

Black ties

Peace banner

City streets (buildings around them)
Title of all the women is Miss.

Boy on the right

Chief Marshal carrying flowers.

What questions do you
have about the image?

Where is Plattsburg?

Who went?

How did you get there?

Did it cost money to go?

Would all men have been welcome at
Plattsburg?

Why are these women leading the
parade?

Who are the men?

Who might be in the parade but not
pictured or not at the front?

Who might want to be in the parade
but not welcome?

Who might object to this parade?
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